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On the south fork of. tin Sbuth

Branch of the Potomae in Pendel-

rest, but when he saw his mother
and ohtor tomahawked he made a

persons, It was probably two
stories high. I coveluded that

L

‘,(}hlndlwlﬁr,
d the fort. 1t f

Ay ¢, whe boulders
hr;pil:lineo:

all cthers, to mansge and apply
them to divers uses, and to pro-

finger prints. The experts there
have gone through eight hundred

ton scquire a tract of 35,000 acres
of the finest timber lands in the

" o Foone e s i for his life, pursued by the|such was the cage. from the fact [ W ‘ v,«ﬁb scene bad been|duce the most powerful and most thousand finger prints and in no|country, which added to their
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- bundred an fcrty-eight yea
"M ﬁnuben, ui uum
o the & the &

murdered men, women and chil-
dren who had taken shelter there.
1t was one of the mnost melan-
choly eveuts io our history, #nd
jmportant in many ways; yet no
historian who hag ever writteo of
it took the pains to make a per-
sonal investigaticn.  Kercheval
wrote a brief story in his day, bat
he was evidently never on the
scene; and other writers have cop-
ied him. Ouoe writer, whose his-
tory is used in some of the coun-
ties of West Virginia, gives a
The
picture is pure fiction and gives no
jidea of the shapse and size of the
fort, or the gronnd on which it
8'ood. .
Having & desire to see the place
of the massa;re, and collect all the
lustorical data possible at this late
day, I left Crab Bottom, in High-
land county, Va., in the after-
poon of August 27, South Branch
there. only a creek of tclerable
size, breaks through massive tilt-
ed strata which originally walled
in the valley of Crab Bottow, snd
through a pictaresque gorge the
little river then plunges and roars
over the ledges as it takes its way
smong the Mountains, Three
miles below the gorge we passed
into Pendelton county, and six
miles farther we went into camp
in a rain storm, having walked
17 miles that day. The next day
we left the Bouth Branch and
crossed the mountains toward the
south fork. The day was stormy,
and after a walk of five miles we
made our camp and remaioed un-
{il the next day. S'x miles farther

* we reached the Souath fork, a beau-

tiful little river, flowing over -a
smooth bed of gravel, at the base
of the Shenandoah mountains.

It was a fine day, and we walk
od 14 miles down the picturesque
walley of the South fork, and
camped that night on the river
bank two miles above fort Sybert.

. At 8 o’clock the next morning we

reached our destination.

Yo the third year of the Freoch
and Indian war an Indian chief
pamed Killbuck, who lived near
the site of Pittsburg, appeared
before Fort Sybert with a large
The settlers,
ofd:onf 50 men,

to the n

The [odiavs meanwhile recon-

noitered the fort, and one of their
epies erawled within 50 feer of the

stockade was mortally wounded

by Captain S8ybert’s son, who was
" stationed in the top of ’the block

house., The Indian was peeping
This was

over a rock when shot.

siptored. Because of hig swift-
ﬁbuim\homuwh’f'

‘I vnitod the llte of thom
The 1and belongs to W. C, Miller,
a man who bas carefally preserved
all the landmarks, and who has
collected from cvery available
gource all that hes been handed
down conecerning the fort and its
destruction, Hisresidence covers
part of the site of the fort, and
the remainder is enclosed in his
yerd. He bas destroyed nething
that has any historical interest.
It there were-more such care
takers of the state’s history ounr
past wonld b better preserved,

The fort stood on & bloff abcu
2 feet bigher than the bottom Isud
of the river. On one side flows
a brook or rather there is a chan-
nel where & brook now flows in
wet weather, In all probability
water flowed there all the time be-’
fore the land was “cleared of its
timber. The brock was withip
15 steps of the wall of the fort,
and without doubt those who oe-
cupied the fort depeuded on the
brdok for water,

It was a source of agreeable sur-
prise to me thdt I wae able te as-
certain the size, shape, and plar
of the fort almost exactly, I did
not expect to find one vestige re-
meioing; but thisis far from the
case. We kvow so little of the
sizes of the frontier forts in West
Virginia that it is & veritable prize
to be able to put the line on one
and measare it. The lapse of
time has & tendency to increase
their size in popular imagination.
The only picture of Fort' Seybert
I ever saw represents it as a hol-
low gnadrilateral enclosed by four
walls—one on each side—compo-
sed of log eabins, The enclosed
drea is jresumably about 2 acres.
The doors of the cabins all opered
inward, and thus a solid wall on
every side would be presented to
an attacking enemy. Buch isthe
imaginary picture of old Fort By-

bert. Now for the real fort.
It was not eqoare at all, buta

circler 1nstead of occupying tow
acres, it covered Jess than one
tenth of an acre, I figure that the
space enclosed within the pali-
sades was 4,050 square feet. The
facts for exact calcdlation are too
fragmentary for absolute certain.
ty, bot by constracting the circle
on the greatest diameter that the
vmainiog arc wm &ve :he lize

easy to find the center and con-
struct the remainder of the circle
When this is done, it ehows that

fe, o biw, we are indebled h‘ '

the palisades of Fort Sybert stood
in the form of a circle about 90
feet in diameter.

Within this circle stood the
block house in which the inhabi-

waslying behind a nuk 20 dm

the epot where men, women and
children rest who fell that dey
beneath the blows of the toms-
hawks of the savages. In the dis-
tance the river flows through ]
widaand beautifal valley,
Recorded history is silent as to
the exact spot where the people]
were murdered. The reading -of
the accepted accounts conveys the
immpression that the massacre
took place at the fortimmediately
after the lodians were admitted,
and before the torch was applied.
I do not think that such was the
case, From all the circumetances,
I beheve that the Indiahs, plund-
ered the fort, then set it on fire,
and afterwsrd marched ‘them up
the hill to the spot where the
grave is now: seen, and there
murdered them, The wofortanate
people supposed, no doubt, that
they were to be carried into capti-
vity as they were orderéed to take
op the line of -march. We are
dependent gomewhat upon giroum-
stanial evidence for mm |

that when they had gone about
400 yards-the Iudians halted and

tomahawkiog began, It was then
that the boy, who became the sole
white witness «of the occarrence,
made his run for life and almost
succeeded in escaping.

When the bloody work was over
the savages continued their march
up the hill. The captive boy after-
wards told the particulars of the
retreat,

Tbe grave is yet plainly visible
The messager sent to the Shenan-
doah valley by Captain Bybert at
the first alarm brought back with
bim through Brock gap 4 force
which marched with all speed to
the assistance of Fort Bybert.
When the relief column irrived,
ashes alone marked the spot where
the fort had stood.

Parsuing the trail of the Indians
up the hill the bodies of the vict-
ims were found. A grave was dag
probably on the very spo¢ and all
were buried in a eommon tomb.
Bome years latter a stone wall wase
built around tho grave. The fourd-

ation of this wall remaine; but the |

principal part of it was hauled
away many years ago to fill mud

noi a pum Md is mltﬂi of
the victimsof the massagre. Two
oake spresd their branches over

could comln ahdldsyun'm

shiot in the hud aod who, W al
y stated, died in that night.

I followed ridge and ravine in

& coursé almost & direct line, Oe-

The course he took is two miles
shorter, in 11 miles;than all-the)
roasd surveyors since have been|
able to Jay out & public road. But

no ekill in shunning hills. Bome
lowing his line of march, as tra-

and formidable.

afternoon 1 reached the pass.
Just above the rocky gorge where

s wounded msp, who bad been}

casionally I was in public roads, | ©
sometimes crossing farme, now|
sud then in paths, and at other|™
times in the woods. The old|-
chief Killbuck was & wasterin}
the art of cutting down distances, | °

it must be confessed that he had |
of those which I crossed in fol.}
dition has preserved it, were n;eop'

Between 4 and 5 o’clock in the]

groaned his life

' yon bnr the kyouck aod
‘"_gobblo of struttin’ turkey-
cock,
od the clacklin of the guineye,
and the eluckin’ of the hens,
M the rooster’ s hallylooyar as
he tiptoes on the fence;
Q it’s then’s the times a feller is a
= feelin’ at his best,
iiﬂl the risin’ sun to greet him|.
~ from a night of peaceful rest,
b‘_ he leaves the house, bare-
headed, and goes out to feed
the stock,
When ghe frost is the puukin and
- the fodder’s in the shock,
f hey’s_something kindo’ harty-
« like about the atmusfere
ﬁen the heat of summer’s over
and the coolin’ fall is here.
| OF course we mise the fiower, and
the blossums on the trees,
And the mumble of the hummm
g; . birds and buzzin’ of the bees;
But the air’s. so appetizin; and
the landscape through the
~ haze
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a fine spring, lives Jacob Green-

yuh. an old man, ,&m
tle orchard of old apple trees, |

three dogs which fly intQD.,ﬂ‘Q!

stranger.. He lives salone. I

hands and knees, picking up ap*
rhenmatism that he can barely

his grandfather lived and died
where he lives, yet he never
learned to speak English except
quite brokenly,  He is German.
He swears terribly and punctu-
ates his most common cconversa-
tion with the mest tremendous
oaths,

Ihad been directed to him be-

the Indian night camp in the pass,
and he could pilot me to the grave
of the dead warrior under the
cliff high on the mountain side.

}  He was too lame and feeble to
0, but he gave most minute di-
rections how to find the places,
and I had no trouble in doing . so,
The Iodisn camp was in the
narrowest part of the gorge whew
a fine spring bursts forbb.

" The boy who was earriod to the
Indian country uubleqnently re-
tarned. He said after the massacre
the Indians setout for home, They
reached Greenwalt pass, seven
miles distant, and camped the firgt
night at & spriog, hey carried

at the base of a cliff, and wall-
ed it in. Jacob Greenwalt told
me that he remeémbered when the
skeleton was still there, but that
the last bones disappearhd lbout
50 years ago. -

1 climbed up the mountain ll&e
to the place. and found the gﬂ’n

©

the Indians camped that nl‘k by| “

patch of corn, alog eabin, and| 8
ysms of rage at the approach’of a|

went to see him, and found him|.
" |in his orchard, crawling on his

ples. He is so crippled with|

walk. Ajthough his father and|

cause he knew the exact spot of| -

ﬁl orisp and sunny morning of
the sirly autumn days

8 pictﬂr that no painter has the
¢ to mock—

g’ o
i "hel the Tt js “on the punkin-

lngl ‘the fodder’s in the shock.
The husky, rusty russle of the
“tossels of the corn,
And the raspin of the tangled
leaves,, as golden as the
morn:
The stabble in the furries kindo’
lonesume like, but still
A preachin sermons to us of the
~_barns they growed to fill;
The strawstack in the medder, and
the reaper in the shed:
The hosses in theyr stalls below
the clover ¢ erhead!—
O, it sets my heart a clickin’ like
the tickin’ of a clock,
When the frost is on the punkin
“ and.the fodder in the shock!
Then your apples all is getherd,
.~and the ones a feller keaps
Is all poured around the celler
floor in red and yeler heaps;
And your cider makin’s over, and
your wimwmern folks is
through
With their mince and apple bntter
. and theyr souce and saueuge
too!
I don't know how to tell it but ef
_gich a thing conld be .
A.l the Angele wantin ~boardin
~ 'sod they call u-onnd ou me

projected t& begin at Spring Gap
in the nortbern part of the state|
and” to run through Grant and|
Hardy counties t¢ Durbin to con-

nect with the Western Maryland
tﬂd Chesapeske and Ohio rail-
oads. W, B. Cornwell, of Fair-
mnt, and- John J. Cornwell, of

|two perdons’ finger-prin*
' dslep:ﬁm hdxtyam

composite. These lines make a
peitern which rever changes from
mfnnoyto old age, and wlnch-ip
different in the case of every in-
dividual, The chantes Qﬁm‘

This that if

of tbo% were %mw
great as it is to day, you might
look in vain for two people whose
finger marks were identical.

The finger-nail of a person in
good health grows at the rate of
about one-sixteenth of an inch
each week—slightly more than
many authorities believe—but
during illness or after an accident
ot during times of mer.tal depres-
sion this growth is not ovly affect-
ed and retarded so far as its lergth
is concerned, but als? a8 regards
its thickness. The very lightest
illness will thus™ leave an in-
delible mark on the nails, which
may be readily detected as the
nail grows out.
sudden »attack, such as acute
rheumatism, which sends the tem-
perature bounding upward to 104
or 105 within the space of two
or three hours, it will be found on
the naile, md:catmg the difference
in thickness of growth™ between
the time when health was enjoyed
and the thin growth of the ill pe-
riod.

The palms of the hands and the
soles of the feet are composed of
cushions of fat, in order that sud-
den jolts and violent blows may
be successfully resisted and no in-
jury dome to the muscles and
bones underheatk,

The thumbis an, unerring index
to the mind. ~If -a person is try-
ing to deceive you he will invari-
ably draw his thumb in to ward the
palm. On the other hand, if he
is telling the truth the thumb will
relax and point away from the
palm. ‘

The blind, as we all know,
have the sense of tonch most sio-
gularly sensitive. A writer ina
medical contemporary now cites
the case of & post-mortem exami-
nation of a blind man which re-
vealed the fact that in the nerves
at the end of the fingers well-de-
fined cells of gray matter had
formed, identical in substance and
in cell formation with the gray
matter of the brain.

_The radical difference between
the hand of man and of the
monkey lies in the thumb, In
the human hand the thumb has
the ‘‘opposing power,”” which
mesans that the thumb can be
made to touch- the tip of each or
any of the other fingers on the
same hand; the ‘moukey’s thumb
is non-opposable.

The white lines which cross the
finger-pails,  particularly the
thumb-npails, are signs of disturb-
ances in the organium at that time

in winter, so that the same nail
 that is renewed in one hundred and
thirty-two days in winter requires
only one hundred and sixteen in
'summer, The increase of the
pails on the right hand is more
rapid than on the left; it also
differs for the different fingers,

If one has al

In making records the whole ten
digit are taken.

It is ftrange that so strovg

pre)udm agains the left hand Las|
lived and mor'ued for centuries,

TS
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v-

wbo was strong, healthy,

well formed in life shows M the
bones of the left hand abd arm are
justas large and capable as those
of the right. The study of physi-
ology shows, too. that the muecles
and ligametits that fastened that
perfon’s arms to his body, and
gave them the power of motion,

were made to do their work just
as well on one side of the body as
cn the other, 1f the loft side was
the wealer it was because of the
failure to the exercise it as freely
as the other.

About viosty four per cent of
the otherwise normal people use
the right hand in preference
to the left; six per cent are left
banded, and jt is a cuorious fact
that one third of the six per cent
are ambidextrouns;

The fact that there is what is
known as the “‘thamb center,’ In
the braiu, recognized by all sur-
geons; demonstrates the immense
importance aitached to the thumb
by medical scienge. If there is a
tendency towards paralysis, the
physician notes it in the thumb
long before the malady shows
itself in other directions. An op-
‘erdtion to avert the calawmity, if
possxblé is frequently performed
on ‘the ‘‘thumb center’’. of the
brain.-and -the thamb iiself is
watched for reslts favorable or
Lotherwise. It is a matter of ree:
ord that the thumbs of idiots and
those mentally weak are under-
sized, characterless, and unusally
cling closely to the side of the
hand,

2 Cent Rete,

The 2-cent rate on railroade, is
one of the things that ean’t hart
the railroads and yet it is a grand
thing for the traveling public. We
have no desire to injure the rail-
roads, and our contention is that
railroad wanagers are standing it
their own light by uct making
the rate 2-.centy without compul-
sion. ~ T.et us give an illgstration
of the way a reduction in fare
acts:

The New York, New Haven <&
Hartford Railroad Company sev-
eral months ago reduced jts pas-
genger rate from 8 to.2 cents pe
mile, The manager ecstimated,
the loss would be about $800,000
for the bulance of the year. He
now reports that there has been
an actual gain in gross receipts
as compared with other yeare,
through an mcrmed volame of

that not only has this loes been
overcome but that there will be an
actual 'gain over other years,—

The 2-cent rate must come.  We
will have to show the railroad how
to do a bigger business,—-if they
canpot see it themlelvel .—Mec-

all through increased business. |,

the Jargest acreage of spruce tim-
ber in this section of the country.
By the same - M the

"Mmum w’u
,Mutmm%h

for though they sell from
he origlnal purpose & boundary
for an amount which 8" nearly
four times the cost of the emtire
tract, but they retain a iarge num-
ber of acres which promises t>
steadily incresse in value,

Indians  whose headquarters are
at Cherokee, Bwain county,
through their council, added to
their already very large holdings
of land on the waters of the
Oconalufty river, some forty thou-
sand acres of timber lands for
which_ they paid $68,000, or
about $1.70 per acre,

portions of these lands, they have
just gcld thirty-five thoueand acres
+Hor-two -handred and forty.five
thousand dollars, making a profit
within ten years of $177,000 or
more than two hundred and fifty
per cent,

The developement of this tract

by the purchasers will require the
construction of some twenty miles
of standard gange railroad to
reach it and an aggregate of
about forty miles for ite operation,
over fifteen miles of which will
necessarily run through and de-
velop more than fifteen miles of
the timber lands still held by tho
Indians,
This purchase is made in tho
name of Ward and Hutton for
themselves and others under the
active management of their asso-
ciates, John C. Arbogast, Lake
Charles, La.; B, M., Yeager,
Marlioton, West Virginia; and A,
H. Winchester, Buockhannon,
West Virginia, and was just con-
firmed at the regular annual coun-
cil meeting of this band of Cher-
okees through their chief and head
men and the government ageat,
We Wit S. Harris.

- This, together with other pur-
chases recently made, throws the
largest amount of standing spruce
in one solid body under one eon-
trol anywhere in the United States,
south of the Adirondacks.

This is the largest single tran-
gaction in timber lands ever made
in Western North Carolina, and
the legal transfer was made
through Bryson and Black of Bry-
gon City, attorneys for the Chero-
okees, and Stevens and Anderson
of Asheville, attorneys for the
purchasers,

—Asbeville Citizen.

'l'he methods of sew-

guarding of their water supplies
wounld prevent disease at its very
source and be far less expemsive
than the costly battles that are
waged against epidemics in the
centers of population. The paper

Less than ten years ago thesde

Frow the upper or most remote

also contains sections devoted te

with them the Iodian ' who ' was and it most bave taxed the s

the only loss the lndiane sustained | o oo crowded for sheiter. They - Swd ot X the porification of river water by
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' t nm f N B ) £ | » reat rest pﬂ'!
b copsideration of the payment of @ e Pk him up the face of a steep moun- |41 heen torn away, bu’l*“. ! ‘-D w“m‘-"ﬂf uﬂuﬂtﬂ» mescly equal for the'two either| A 4] communities in West Vir-|from the industrial as well as from

- the Indians burped everything
% stipulated sam of mouey the In-|yy o oould be burned, it is sur-| taio, hid him under

,  dians agreed to prosecote thewiego| o iolhg today after & lapse of 148
~ pofarther, 'l‘homom; wag paid, yesrs, enough of the block house
“" and to the surprise of those in the |\ 0 iiny 10 farnieh a tolerably
‘fort, Osptain Sybert ordered the| oovyree workiog plan for Itsre.
gste to be opened to edmit the) . o uorion, Two corer stones

' Indisvs. His son was with difl-) op 0 They would not bara, and |,

side of this, slower for the little
h‘u and slowest for the thumb.

* The nails uf the Chinese nobili-
nm uhin a lenght of

& shel m MMM-~

walled him in with stone, ﬁ"““""’

the | the sanitary poiot of view, utln

ia ba3 just been issued b
g : 5 of river, spring, and well

United Btates Geological Burvey
as Water-Sapply Paper No, 161.
Io this report, which may hob-A e




